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Seminar 1: Language corpora: An introduction

This first seminar is designed as a short sketch into the history of language corpora and an overview of the corpora compiled for the English language with a focus on those freely available on the Internet. The strengths and the limitations of corpora will also be discussed. Students will be encourage to browse through the open access resources and investigate the possibilities corpora offer to language researchers and language teachers.
References

Halliday, M.A.K. – Wolfgang Teubert – Collin Yallop – Anna Čermáková. 2004. Lexicology and corpus linguistics. London: Continuum.

Mittelberg, Irene – Thomas A. Farmer – Linda R. Waugh. 2007. “They actually said that? An introduction to working with usage data through discourse and corpus analysis”. In Gonzalez Marquez, Monica et al. (eds.) Methods in Cognitive Linguistics. Amsterdam – Philadelphia: John Benjamins. 19-52. 

Tognini-Bonelli, Elena. 2001. Corpus linguistics at work. Amsterdam: Benjamins.
Seminar 2: Corpus-based methods and lexical semantics

Cognitive linguistics does not believe in the discrete categories, so that studies into lexicon can expand into the studies of syntactic patterns. As the easiest searches into corpora are searches for a particular lexeme (different forms of the same word, e.g. “play*= play, playing, plays, played”) or individual word forms (e.g. “playing” only) the focus of this seminar will be on the studies that could be subsumed under lexical semantics. Several case studies will first be presented (e.g. Ruzaite 2007, Janowski 2007, Gries 2006, Newman – Rice 2006, Lemmens 2006). Then the practical part will follow in which the students will be shown the possibilities offered by the Sara/Xsaira concordancer used with the BNC and will be offered a hands-on trial of the software. The students will learn 

· how to generate frequency lists, 
· how to interpret concordance lines,

· how to conduct collocation analysis
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Seminar 3: Metaphor in corpus research

In this seminar we will expand on the use of corpora in metaphor research. We will touch upon problems with metaphor identification as well as the relationship between the literal, the metaphorical and the general abstract meaning of particular words. We will focus specially on such issues as metaphor and synonymy, metaphor and polysemy, metaphor and antonymy and metaphor and hyponymy. In the practical part students will analyse these semantic paradigmatic relations on selected examples.
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Seminar 4: Genre and time as important variables in corpus linguistics

In this seminar we will have a look at the corpus-based analyses of selected emotion terms in Old English, Middle English, Early Modern English and Present Day English. A special attention will be given to the importance of genre sensitivity of such studies.

In the practical part students will conduct small scale genre-sensitive case studies.
References:

Fabiszak, Małgorzata – Anna Hebda. 2007. “Emotions of Control in Old English: Shame and Guilt”. Poetica 66: 1-35.
Kövecses, Zoltan. 2000. Metaphor and emotion: Language, culture and body in human feeling. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Kövecses, Zoltan. 2005. Metaphor in Culture. Universality and Variation. Cambridge: CUP.
Tissari, Heli. 2006a. “Conceptualizing shame: Investigating uses of the English word shame. 1418-1991”, in: R. W. McConchie et. al (eds.), 143-154.

Tissari, Heli. 2006b. “Justified pride? Metaphors of the word pride in English language corpora 1918-1991”, Nordic Journal of English Studies 5/1: 15-49.

Seminar 5: Statistics for linguistics.

This seminar will introduce students to such notions as descriptive statistics and inferential statistics and will help students learn the rationale for using such statistical tests as sample mean, mode, standard deviation, t-test and ANOVA.

In the practical part students will be encouraged to use the STATISTICA software for their calculations.
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