Seminar: Cognitive semantics and cognitive discourse studies

Tutor: Dr. Małgorzata Fabiszak, Adam Mickiewicz University, fagosia@ifa.amu.edu.pl

Seminar Programme 

Seminar 1: Metaphor in spoken discourse

The goal of the class is to show the role of metaphor in constructing the position of the speaker in an interaction as well as how the speakers manipulate the metaphor to express their dissent or to achieve consensus in a conversation. The students will be also shown what methodological problems researchers face in investigating socially and emotionally sensitive topics.

Reading list:

· Cameron, Lynne J. 2007. “Patterns of metaphor use in reconciliation talk.” Discourse & Society 18. 197-222.

· Semino, Elena – Heywood John – Short Mick. 2004. “Methodological problems in the analysis of metaphors in a corpus of conversations about cancer”. Journal of Pragmatics 36 (7). 1271-1294.

Seminar 2: Metaphorical scenarios

During this seminar the students will learn how metaphorically motivated scenarios can function depending on the language culture and perspective of the text author. Special emphasis will be put on the fact that different cultural backgrounds may trigger different implications despite the use of the seemingly similar conceptual metaphors.

Reading list:

· Musolff, Andreas. 2006. “Metaphor scenarios in public discourse”. Metaphor and Symbol 21 (1). 23-38.

· Fabiszak, Małgorzata. 2007. Chapt. 4: A qualitative analysis of war news (in particular sections 2.1. and 2.8.) from A Conceptual Metaphor Approach to war discourse and its implications.  Poznan: Wydawnictwo Naukowe UAM.

· Nerlich, Brigitte. 2005. ‘A River Runs Through it’. How the discourse metaphor crossing the Rubicon structured the debate about human embryonic stem cells in Germany and (not) the UK”. metaphorik.de 08.

Seminar 3: Metaphor and media

This class will be structured around four aims: (1) showing how the expected readership influences the choice of metaphors, (2) how conceptual metaphors can motivate discourse structure in newspaper articles and contribute to their cohesion, (3) how the choice of discourse metaphor shapes the readers’ image of the situation reported and (4) how pervading metaphorical imagery precludes the use of more appropriate phrasing.

Reading list:

· Skorczyńska, Hanna – Deignan Alice. 2006. “Readership and Purpose in the Choice of Economics Metaphors”. Metaphor and Symbol 21 (2). 87-104.

· Koller, Veronika. 2003. “Metaphor Clusters, Metaphor Chains: Analyzing the Multifunctionality of Metaphor in Text”. metaphorik.de 05.

· Nerlich, Brigitte – Hamilton, Craig A. – Rowe, Victoria. 2002 “Conceptualising Foot and Mouth Disease: The Socio-Cultural Role of Metaphors, Frames and Narratives”. metaphorik.de 02.

· Fabiszak, Małgorzata. 2007. “ ‘The fighter for peace, Olof Palme’ or the metaphoric construction of meaning in the Polish press of the 1980s”. In Magnusson, Ulf – Kardela Henryk – Głaz Adam. (eds.) Further Insights into Semantics and Lexicography. Lublin: UMCS.

Seminar 4: Metaphor in language corpora

This seminar will show how research into conceptual metaphor and discourse metaphor can benefit from the use of language corpora.

Reading list

· Cameron, Lynne – Deignan Alice. 2003. “Combining Large and Small Corpora to Investigate Tuning Devices Around Metaphor in Spoken Discourse”. Metaphor & Symbol 18 (3). 149-160.

· Fabiszak, Małgorzata. 2007. Chapt. 5: Words from the lexical field of war and their metaphoric potential. A corpus-based analysis. from A Conceptual Metaphor Approach to war discourse and its implications.  Poznan: Wydawnictwo Naukowe UAM.

Seminar 5: Metaphor in Art

The last meeting in the series will be devoted to the language-external manifestations of metaphor in art, music and human behaviour in general.

Reading list:

· Knight, C. 2006. “Ada’s piano playing in Jane Campion’s The Piano - Genteel accomplishment or romantic self-expression?” Australian Feminist Studies 21 (49). 23-34.
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